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4. Rationale
Agriculture lands are worldwide affected by non-sustainable soil and water losses. 
Intensive ploughing, excessive use of herbicides, heavy machinery, climate change, soil 
organic matter exhaustion and salinization induce the degradation of agriculture land, 
and result in high erosion rates, the loss of soil quality and services, and have an 
impact on a global scale. Agricultural soils are the most fundamental resource we have, 
as (i) adequate food supply, (ii) water and soil resources, (ii) carbon sequestration, (iv) 
natural vegetation and fauna depend on productive land. Soil erosion by wind, tillage 
and water are threatening the agricultural soils. 

5. Objectives
The special session on Soil Erosion and Degradation on Agriculture Land will discuss 
topics on soil degradation, past and present erosion processes, experimental and 
laboratory studies, processes and factors, field measurement and quantification, modeling 
and mapping erosion risk assessment, prediction and soil conservation policies of 
agricultural land. Papers on soil erosion and soil degradation processes and rates on 
agricultural land are welcome.
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